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Introduction  

Where would we be without symbols in general? Symbols are a form of 

communication. We will explore the aspects of peace symbols; the history, the types of 

peace symbols, where peace symbols are seen, and then create our own peace symbol. 

We will present our information to an audience through the form of a PowerPoint 

presentation.  

Given a presentation about peace symbols in social studies, exploring the history 

and facts about symbols of peace and compassion, a group of fourth grade learners will 

demonstrate an understanding of peace symbols by gathering information, classifying 

peace symbols, and creating their own peace symbol. Their findings will be shared in the 

form of a PowerPoint presentation as measured by a teacher-generated rubric.  
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Audience 

This activity on peace symbols is aimed for fourth-fifth grade students. This 

activity is a part of social studies, reading, and writing.  

According to the Colorado state standards for reading and writing, there is a 

requirement to complete a presentation along with organizing ideas and providing written 

information. This activity is a combination of Colorado state standards 2 and 5.  

There is a need for this topic as peace symbols are worldwide and this is an 

opportunity to sort, classify, and generate symbolic information.  
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Behavior 

Outcomes Desired: See Appendix A and B………………………………………….13-18 

Reading/Finding Outcomes:  

• Students will listen to a Multimedia PowerPoint presentation on the history and 

meaning of peace and how it is visually symbolized. 

• Students will also look for data and information/references on the Internet on the 

different types of peace symbols. 

Generating Outcomes 

• Students will gather information (origin, where it is used, how it is used) on a 

minimum of 8 peace symbols.  

• Students will categorize peace symbols by meaning, shapes, religion and/or 

countries.  

Constructing Outcomes  

• Learners will explain peace symbols in writing and using pictures from the 

references they found online. 

• Students will generate their own interpretation of a peace symbol by creating a 

drawing of a peace symbol and upload the picture to the PowerPoint presentation. 

• Students will share what they have learned by presenting their PowerPoint 

creation to their classmates. 
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Catalyst 

PEACE SYMBOLS: data > information > knowledge (DIK) strategy 

1. Data: Read/listen to data/facts/information about peace symbols. (Reading/Finding) 

a. Students will listen to a Multimedia PowerPoint presentation on the history and 

meaning of peace and how it is visually symbolized. (See Appendix B) 

b. Students will also look for data and information/references on the Internet on 

the different types of peace symbols. 

2. Information:  (Generating) 

a. Students will categorize peace symbols by meaning, shapes, religion and/or 

countries.  

3. Knowledge: Create a PowerPoint about peace symbols by doing research and 

presenting the information learned to other classmates. (Constructing) 

a. Learners will explain peace symbols in writing and using pictures from the 

references they found online. (See Appendix A) 

b. Students will generate their own interpretation of a peace symbol by creating a

 drawing of a peace symbol and upload the picture to the PowerPoint presentation.  

(See Appendix A) 

d. Students will share what they have learned by presenting their PowerPoint

 creation to their classmates. (See Appendix A) 
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Degree of Achievement 

Efficiency, Effectiveness, and Appeal: 

Efficiency: I will check for understanding of the materials by seeing how they work with 

the different information about peace symbols. I will do a quick check by using the 

Thumbs up and thumbs down technique as I check for understanding, along with think-

pair-share and sharing a few symbols they’ve learned about.  

Effectiveness: I will also measure and grade the students’ score on the peace symbol test, 

evaluating their research project (PowerPoint presentation on peace symbols), and 

students’ self-evaluation of their research project. I will be giving my students the 

freedom and ability to design their own peace symbol. I also would give them a copy of 

the rubric for the PowerPoint and would have them self-evaluate so they can feel 

accountable and provide me with feedback about the project. 

Appeal: I will ask my students questions and have them record their responses using 2-3 

adjectives to describe the project on butcher paper. I would take the words and create a 

wordle.net document with the words they submit. I will look at what types of words do 

they choose to describe the project they have completed.  
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Additional resources 
 
A. Quiz: Peace Symbols  

Students will demonstrate an understanding of peace symbols by completing this quiz. 

This quiz will give me an understanding of my student’s understanding of the topic. I 

would like for my students to be able to give examples of peace symbols and know the 

purpose of the peace symbols. Correct answers highlighted below:  

1. The peace symbol is used for  

a. Representation  

b. Fun  

c. Flags  

2. Peace signs symbolize  

a. Calmness  

b. Peace  

c. Fun  

3. Peace symbols include  

a. Olive branch  

b. Campaign for nuclear disarmament  

c. Both a and b  

d. None of the above  

4. The V-sign (victory sign) is also called the peace sign.  

a. True  

b. False    
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5. Name 3 symbols used to demonstrate peace: (answers include: V-sign (hand peace 
sign), peace sign, dove, flags, peace crane, rainbow ribbon, olive branch and wreath, 
Earth/world globes, other symbols of world religions, Namaste, ying yang, etc...)  

a.      

b.       

c.   

6. What are the Tibetan Prayer Flags used for?  They are a symbol of Buddhism and 
usually used to bless the surroundings, healing, and to share prayers.  

  

7. Draw a picture of your favorite symbol used for peace.  

   

Total:       /10 
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B. Rubric: 
Category 3 2 1 0 

Sequencing 
of 
information 
and 
knowledge 

All information is 
clearly organized. 
Categorize	  peace	  
symbols	  by	  
meaning,	  shapes,	  
religion	  and/or	  
countries 

Most information 
is organized in a 
clear way. Most	  of	  
the	  information	  
is	  categorized:	  
peace	  symbols	  by	  
meaning,	  shapes,	  
religion	  and/or	  
countries. 

Some 
information is 
clear, an 
occasional slide 
seems out of 
place. Some 
information is 
categorized, 
some 
information is 
missing. 

There is no clear 
plan for the 
organization of 
information. Not 
enough information. 
Information was not 
categorized.  

Content- 
accuracy 

All content is 
accurate. No factual 
errors.  
8 symbols are 
discussed. 

Most of the 
content is accurate 
and one piece of 
information may 
be inaccurate.  
6-8 symbols are 
discussed.  

Content is 
generally 
accurate, one 
piece of 
information is 
flawed or 
clearly 
inaccurate. Less 
than 5 symbols 
are discussed.  

Content is 
confusing and 
contains one or 
more factual errors. 
Less than 4 symbols 
are discussed, or 
none of the symbols 
are discussed.  

Use of 
graphics 

All graphics are 
attractive 
(size/colors) and 
support the content. 
8 symbols are 
included, plus the 
drawing 

A few graphics 
are not attractive 
but all support the 
content.  
6-8 symbols are 
included, plus the 
drawing 

All graphics are 
attractive but a 
few do not 
support the 
content, or very 
little use of 
graphics.  
Less than 6 
symbols are 
included. The 
drawing is not 
existent. 

Several graphics are 
unattractive and are 
not related to the 
content.  
Less than 4 symbols 
are included. The 
drawing is not 
existent 

Formatting 
and design: 
Background, 
Font Choice 

Background does 
not detract from text 
and graphics. 
Background and 
font are consistent.  

Background does 
not detract from 
text or graphics. 
Background is 
consistent.  Font is 
clear but 
inconsistent. 

Background 
does not detract 
from text or 
other graphics. 
Font is 
somewhat 
difficult to read.  

Background makes 
it difficult to see 
text and competes 
with graphics on the 
page. Font is 
difficult to read. 

Spelling and 
grammar 

No misspellings or 
grammatical errors.  

1-2 misspellings 
and no 
grammatical 
errors.  

1-2 grammatical 
errors but no 
misspellings. 

2 or more 
grammatical and/or 
spelling errors.  
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C. Concept Map: 
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D. Colorado State Standards 2 and 5 
http://www.cde.state.co.us/cdeassess/documents/OSA/standards/read.htm 

STANDARD 2: Students write and speak for a variety of purposes and audiences. In 
order to meet this standard, students will  

• write and speak for a variety of purposes such as telling stories, presenting 
analytical responses to literature, conveying technical information, explaining 
concepts and procedures, and persuading;  

• write and speak for audiences such as peers, teachers, and the community;  
• plan, draft, revise, proofread, and edit written communications;  
• organize written and oral presentations using strategies such as lists, outlining, 

cause/effect relationships, comparison/contrast, problem/solution, and narration 

GRADES K-4 In grades K-4, what students know and are able to do includes:  

• generating topics and developing ideas for a variety of writing and speaking 
purposes (for example, telling a story, publishing a class newsletter, writing a 
letter to an adult, writing or orally presenting a book report, creating and 
producing a play, introducing a speaker or an event, narrating a presentation);  

• organizing their speaking and writing;  
• choosing vocabulary that communicates their messages clearly and precisely;  
• revising and editing speech and writing; and  
• creating readable documents with legible handwriting or word processing at the 

appropriate time.  

STANDARD 5: Students read to locate, select, and make use of relevant information 
from a variety of media, reference, and technological sources. In order to meet this 
standard, students will  

• select relevant material for reading, writing, and speaking purposes;  
• understand the structure, organization, and use of various media, reference, and 

technological sources as they select information for their reading and writing;  
• paraphrase, summarize, organize, and synthesize information;  
• give credit for others' ideas, images, or information; and  
• use information to produce a quality product.  

GRADES K-4 

In grades K-4, what students know and are able to do includes  

• using organizational features of printed text (for example, page numbering, 
alphabetizing, glossaries, chapter heading, tables of contents, indexes, captions);  

• recognizing organizational features of electronic information (for example, pull-
down menus, icons, key word searches);  
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• using organizational features to locate media or electronic information (for 
example, passwords, entry menu features, pull-down menus, icons, key word 
searches);  

• taking notes, outlining, and identifying main ideas in resource materials;  
• sorting information as it relates to a specific topic or purpose; and  
• giving credit for borrowed information by telling or listing sources.  
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Appendix: 
A. Lesson Plan: Peace Symbols 
 
Because of the nature of this lesson and the activities incorporated, this lesson will run a 
span of 3-4 days, depending on how fast/slow your students complete the work.  
Lesson 
Plan 
Activities 

Essential 
Questions 

Materials Used Results 

Presentation 
of Prayer 
Symbols  
(30 minutes) 

What are peace 
symbols?  
Where do you see 
peace symbols?  
What is some history 
behind peace 
symbols?  
Which countries use 
peace symbols?  

Computer with 
projector/Smartboard 
PPT presentation 

2/3 students were 
attentive 
2/3 actively 
participated 
2/3 asked 
questions 
 
~35 minutes 

Research and 
bibliography 
(60 minutes) 

What are peace 
symbols?  
What do they look 
like?  
What is the history?  
Where do you see 
peace symbols?  
 

Internet 
Library 

3/3 students 
participated 
3/3 looked for 
information on 
the internet 
3/3 created 
bibliographies 
~60 minutes 

Design your 
own symbol  
(45 minutes)  

What symbol did you 
design? Explain why 
you chose that 
symbol.  

Paper, writing 
supplies or  
Computer graphic 
program 
Scanner if needed 

3/3 used 
computer graphic 
programs on 
adobe and 
MSword 
3/3 added the 
symbol to their 
PPT 
~60 minutes 

Presentation 
to another 
group  
(45 minutes)  

What are peace 
symbols?  
What is your peace 
symbol?  
What questions do 
you have for the 
presenter?  

Computer with 
projector/Smartboard 
Students’ PPT 
presentations 

3/3 participated  
3/3 asked 
questions 
 
~50 minutes 

 
Class size: 3 students. *The population I work with is very limited.  
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B. PowerPoint Presentation Slides: 
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